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Redemption 


By Elizabeth Edmonds 


EFORE the pendulum of time 
B Swung out to mark the span 
Of years and ages yet to be 

God wrought redemption’s plan. 


In the bosom of the Father 
Heaven’s well-beloved Son 

Laid by His robes of majesty 
Man’s ruin to atone. 


Down the vista of the ages 
Through earth’s darkness, pain, and 
dross 
Glows a light with love resplendent 
Shining forth from Calvary’s cross! 


IV—Wonders of the Written Word 

Christ and the Scriptures form to- 
gether God’s complete revelation to man 
His truth is intimated and illustrated 
in the natural wonders of the earth and 
the universe, but only through the Lord 
Jesus and the Bible can we understand 
Him and know the way of salvation 
Comparing the two in his book, “Know- 
ing the Scriptures,” ! Dr. Arthur T. Pier- 
son declares: “The Holy Scriptures and 
the Person cf the Lord Jesus Christ 
are so inseparably bound together, that 
whatever impairs the integrity and 
authority of the one correspondingly 
affects the other. The Written Word is 
the Living Word enfolded: the Living 
Word is the Written Word unfolded 
Christ is the Cornerstone of all faith, but 
that Cornerstone is laid in Scripture as 
a bed-rock, and to disturb the Scripture 
authority unsettles the foundation of the 


believer’s faith and of the church itself. 

There is a strange, almost mystic, 
Similarity between the Written and In- 
carnate Word, traceable even in many 
minor matters. For instance, the one 
Bible is a compound of a Hebrew and 
a Greek portion; the composition of the 
Old Testament covered about a thousand 
years, and that of the New, about one- 
tenth that time. The life of our Lord 
on earth spans about thirty-three years 
in two marked divisicns, the latter, the 
period of public ministry, about one 
tenth of the former. The Old Testa- 
ment dealt in types and parables, and 
the New in clear and direct doctrine 
and fact. Our Lord taught largely in 
parable, promising in the Paraclete a 
fuller, clearer revelation. Again, as the 
whole inspired Word consists of body 
and spirit, the letter and the deeper in- 
sight that interprets it and gives it fcrce 
and value, so our Lord had a body of 
flesh, indwelt by the living eternal Spirit. 
The parallel may be further followed in 
many lesser particulars, both suggestive 
and instructive.” How the Old and New 
Testaments are interwoven and bound 
together by the person of Christ is thus 
illustrated: “A devout writer has com- 
pared the Old Testament to a dissected 
map which he once gave to his children 


for their amusement, and which, when 
all its parts were accurately fitted, and 
the map turned over, revealed on the 
back the figure of a man, so that his 
form might be the key to the true place 
which each fragment was to fill. Were 
we sufficiently familiar with the entire 
structure of the Old Testament, we 
might find in it at every point this 
analogy with the New... The inspired 
Written Word and the eternal Living 
Word are forever inseparable. The Bible 
is Christ portrayed; Christ is the Bible 
fulfilled. One is the picture, the other 
is the person, but the features are the 
same and proclaim their identity.” What 
joy it brings to the heart and how it 
enriches the life to discern the visage 
of the Lord Jesus in the types and proph- 
ecies of the Old Testament, and see Him 
at work as the Saviour and the risen 
Lord in the New! “More about Jesus; 
in His Word, holding communion with 
my Lord; hearing His voice in every 
line, making each faithful saying mine.” 


Several weeks ago, in the first editorial 
note in this series, the belief was expressed 
that Dr. Pierson’s book, “Knowing the Scrip- 
tures,”” was out of print However, readers 
will be glad to know that it has been re- 
printed and may be obtained from the Zon- 
dervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich., 
$3.95 


Must Christians Sin? 


By W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


O, CERTAINLY not. This is the 
teaching of the Apostle John, for 
he says: “These things write I 
unto you that ye may not sin” (1 Jchn 
2:1. R.V.). If, therefore, this means what 
it says, it indicates that he wrote the 
Epistle, with all its wonderful depth and 
wealth of teaching, for the very purpose 
of showing Christians how they might 
live without sinning. And this; of course, 
really invclves and implies a life of con- 
tinual safety. 
Now this question of the relation of 
the believer to sin is one of very great 








Comfort for Dark Days 
“For I will restore health unto 
thee, and I will heal thee of thy 
wounds, saith the Lord” (Jer. 30: 
17a). 




















importance; indeed, it is scarcely pos- 
sible to exaggerate the momentous 
issues that spring from a true concep- 
ticn of what the Bible teaches on the 
subject. It will simplify matters if we 
limit ourselves almost entirely to the 
teaching of the First Epistle of John, 
especially because there is so much in 
that part of God’s Word which bears on 
the matter 
\ Lire or CONTINUAL SAFETY 

It i ivject that needs very careful 
tudy, and, therefore, very careful han- 
dling: but we shall be perfectly safe if 
we proceed along the line of Gcd’s Word, 
going neither in front nor behind, First 
of all, I suggest that you study every 
passage in the Epistle where the word 
“sin” occurs; chapter 1:7, “sin”; 1:8, “no 
sin”; 1:9, “sins”; 1:10, “not sinned”; 2:1, 
“sin not”; 3:8, “sinneth”; 3:9, “cannot 
sin.” Lock at all these passages, for 
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only when you have studied them all are 
you in a position, by induction, to arrive 
at the truth concerning our relation to 
sin. You will find that there is a dis- 
tinction ever to be kept in mind between 
“sin” and “sins,” between the root and 
the fruit, between the principle and the 
practice. 

“If we say 
To have sin 


Now look at three verses: 
that we have no sin” (1:8). 
is to possess the principle. “If we say 
that we have not sinned” (1:10). To 
sin is to express that principle in prac- 
tice, Now notice, “If any man sin” (2:1), 
There is an alteration from the “we” of 
1:8 and 10 to the “any man” of 2:1. 
Possibly the apostle rather shrank from 
saying, “If we sin,” because the ideal of 
the Christian life is sinlessness. What 
that sinlessness means we shall see pres- 
ently, but notice there are parallel 

-words. There are three lines: “If we say 

that we have no sin”; “If we say that we 
have not sinned”; “If any man sin.” 
Perhaps he did not like to use the word 
“we” in this last connection, though the 
reference to the Christian is perfectly 
clear; and “if any man sin” shows that 
even a saint may sin. But if the saint 
should sin—mark that—“we have an ad- 
vocate with the Father.” There is a 
perfect propitiation provided: “If any 
man sin, we have an advocate.” There 
is no allowance for sin, but a perfect 
provision in case we do sin; no need to 
sin, no right to sin, no compromise with 
sin, no license, but a provision in case 
we do. On board ship the provision of 
lifebelts is not associated with any in- 
tention to have a shipwreck, but they are 
there in case of need. When it is said 
here, “If any man sin, we have an ad- 
vocate,” it is the provision in case of 
need. As you know, there are two Ad- 
vocates. The Lord Jesus Christ is the 
Advocate with the Father, and the same 
word is used of the Holy Spirit in John 
—He is the Advocate within. There is 
Christ’s perfect provision for us, and 
there is the Holy Spirit’s perfect pro- 
vision in us. 

There are three views about the rela- 
tion of sin to the believer, and the be- 
liever to sin, which have a very special 
bearing on our life. Two of them are 
wrong; one of them is right. I will 
use the ordinary terms, in order that 
we may see what these three views 
mean. The first is often called 


ERADICATION 


This means the eradication of the sin- 
ful principle within. Now, this goes too 
far; it goes beyond Scripture, and it is 
contrary to experience. “If we say that 
we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,” 
but we do not deceive anybody else. 
You can ask anyone who teaches eradica- 
tion this question—a question that goes 
to the very root of the whole matter: 
“Do you believe in the perpetual need 
of the atonement to cover any defect 
from the moment of supposed eradi- 
cation? Is the atonement necessary for 
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the rest of your life?” “Certainly,” says 
the man. “Then you are a sinner!” As 
long as you need the atonement there 
is sin, whether in defect or otherwise. 
Let us never forget that sinlessness is 
not merely the absence of sinning; it is 
the presence of the complete will of 
God fulfilled in our life, and to mention 
this is to see at once the need of the 
atoning Sacrifice, to the very end of 
our days. 

The second view is called by the tern! 


SUPPRESSION 


Now, if eradication goes too far, this 
does not go far enough, because sup- 
pression emphasizes that fighting and 
struggling which will almost inevitably 
land us in defeat again and again. You 
remember that Romans 8 begins with 
“no condemnation.” It closes with “no 
separation.” But between the two there 
is “no defeat.” Suppression, therefore, 
is inadequate, miserably inadequate, to 
the truth of God. 

The real word and the real thing is 


COUNTERACTION 


not eradication—that goes too far; not 
suppression—that does not go far enough; 
but counteraction, which just expresses 
the truth. “The law of the Spirit of life 
in Christ Jesus hath made me free from 
the law of sin and death.” There are 
two laws, and just as gravitation can 
be counteracted by volition, the higher 
law of the will, so the lower law of sin 
and death is forever counteracted by 
the presence of the Holy Ghost in our 
hearts. That is why in Romans 7 there 
are about thirty occasions where you find 
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“I,” “TI,” “I,” with no reference whatever 
to the Holy Spirit; while in Romans 8 
you get some twenty references to the 
Holy Spirit and very little about “1,” 
“TI.” It is the law of counteraction, 

A little girl, so it is said, was once 
asked by her teacher: “What did 
Paul mean. by the words, ‘I keep under 
my body’? How did he do it?” Her 
answer was, “By keeping his soul on 
top.” That is the law of counteraction. 
There is a sinful principle. Do not dream 
that it is eradicated, and do not trouble 
about suppressing it. Let the Holy Spirit 
so come into your life, and reign supreme 
in the throne-room of the will, and then 
shall be this constant, continuous, 
blessed, and increasing counteraction. 
That is the word, or something like it, 
that Paul had in mind when he said, 
“Our old man [our unregenerate self] 
was crucified with him, that the body 
of sin might be rendered inoperative 
[not destroyed].” The Greek word used, 
katargeo, always ‘means, to rob of power, 
to render inoperative, to put out of em- 
ployment, to place among the unem- 
ployed. That is why Paul stopped short 
always of eradication, and is never con- 
tent with suppression; and this is what 
I mean when I say that our life is a life 
of continual safety. 

You remember, some of you, what we 
say every Sunday, “Vouchsafe, O Lord, 
to keep us this day without sin.” That 
is the teaching of counteraction, “Grant 
that this day we fall into no sin.” That 
is the law of counteraction, “That we 
perfectly love Thee, and worthily mag- 

(Continued on page 723) 








Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


Why Did Not Christ 
Pray for the World? 


I shall appreciate your comment on 
John 17:9—why Jesus did not or would 
not pray for the world. 

I do not find any record in the New 
Testament (though it may be there) 
of prayer being made to the end that 
masses of men should be born again of 
God, and whole nations turned to God; 
nor do I find any command or counsel 
for that kind of prayer. We hear so 
much about it in evangelistic cam- 
paigns, as well as in preaching in gen- 
eral. Please set me right on this!— 
A Wisconsin reader. 

We are not told why the Lord Jesus 
did not pray for the world in His high 
priestly prayer; therefore we must be 
exceedingly careful in reaching conclu- 
sions. In verse 9 he was simply stating 
a fact, that he was not praying for all 
the world, but for those whom the Father 
had given Him; and later in the prayer 
he declared, “Neither pray I for these 
alone, but for them also which shall be- 
lieve on me through their word” (v. 20), 
thus including all believers down 
through the ages since Calvary. The 
Greek word for “world,” kosmos, is used 


in both John 3:16 and 17:9. God loved 
the whole world and gave His Son as 
a propitiation for the sins of the world 
(1 John 2:2); but the New Testament 
nowhere teaches that the whole world 
will be converted. The prayer of John 
17 was just for believers on the Lord 
Jesus. 


When evangelists and ministers urge 
prayer for a nation, they probably have 
in mind such national repentance as was 
found in Israel a number of times in the 
Old Testament. It is not likely that they 
are expecting that every man, woman, 
and child in a nation will be converted, 
but they hope and pray that govern- 
ment leaders, and large numbers of the 
people will humbly acknowledge their 
sins before God, and ask His help in 
times of crisis; and that many may be 
genuinely converted. It is right to pray 
for all: “I exhort, therefore, that, first 
of all, supplications, prayers, interces- 
sions, and giving of thanks, be made for 
all men; for kings, and for all that are in 
authority; that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life in all godliness and hon- 
esty” (1 Tim. 2:1, 2). 
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Robert C. McQuilkin 


Christian educator, missionary statesman, author, 


and conference leader 


“There is a prince and a great man 


fallen . . . in Israel” (2 Sam. 3:38). 
HEN Dr. Robert C. McQuilkin 
went to be with his Lord on 
July 15, 1952, the church of 

Christ lost a missionary statesman, a 


Christian educational pioneer, a gifted 
author and editor, and a far-visioned 
Bible conference leader. But above all 
these the church has lost a Spirit-filled 
man of God. 

His death came suddenly but not sur- 
prisingly to those who had seen his life 
burn in tireless service for forty years. 
Resting between conferences at the Ben 
Lippen Conference center he founded 
near Asheville, N. C., he visited his sick 
daughter-in-law and grandchildren on 
Tuesday morning. Returning to his cot- 
tage with Mrs. McQuilkin, he lay down 
to rest. Within a few moments he was 
with Christ, which he loved to say was 
“very far better.” 

Not a man of unusual or spectacular 
natural gifts, Robert C. McQuilkin was 
one who beautifully displayed the spir- 
itual gifts and fruit of the Holy Spirit. 
Amazing selflessness and humility—both 
with regard to himself and with regard 
to the organizations with which he was 
connected, broad and sympathetic love, 
and ever-present joy in the Lord marked 
him to his intimates. ‘ 


His Sacrificial Personal Life 

He lived sacrificially in his personal 
life. Those near him knew he was re- 
luctant to allow his name to figure too 
prominently in the activities of the or- 
ganizations that he directed. His un- 
selfish attitude toward his work is illus- 
trated by an incident of a few years ago, 
when he went out of his way to intro- 
duce officers of another evangelical or- 
ganization to one of Columbia Bible 
College’s major doners, who then gave 
that other organization a substantial gift. 

“A man of strong convictions, Doctor 
McQuilkin was also a man of peace. 
Misunderstood by many, maligned by 
some holding extreme views on either 
side of his, he was a man of broad sym- 
Ppathies and understanding, whom to 
know fully was to love,” so the leading 
editorial in the Columbia State news- 
paper accurately described him the day 
following his funeral there. 

His love is reflected by the deep de- 
votion in which he was held by the fac- 
ulty of the Bible College, many of whom 
had worked closely with him over fif- 
teen years. He was especially fond of 
children, and the poor in Columbia knew 
him and called cn him as a friend. 
His exemplary family life qualified 








him for spiritual leadership, according 
to Titus 1:6. Eldest daughter Virginia 
McQuilkin Bowers is a missionary to 
Liberia. Aimee is a missionary nurse in 
Colombia, South America. Marguerite 
serves as alumni secretary of Columbia 
Bible College. Robertson, a missionary 
volunteer, was recently appointed head- 
master of the Ben Lippen School, which 
his father founded. while youngest 
daughter Anne has just graduated from 
the Bible College and enters nurses’ 
training this fall in preparation for the 
mission field. 


A Man of Prayer 

Robert McQuilkin was outstandingly 
a man of prayer. Prayer and faith were 
watchwords of his teaching and his life. 
One saint, whose life is largely given 
to a ministry of prayer, testified that 
Dr. McQuilkin’s deep prayer life con- 
tinuously inspired her to increasing in- 
tercession. His example of practical 
faith continually challenged his associ- 
ates to trust God fully for the needs of 
the Bible College, which lived and ex- 
panded on gifts prayed in. His child- 
like confidence in the Lord was also re- 
flected in a continuous attitude of 
cheerfulness that fairly radiated from 
him and never failed to win new ac- 
quaintances and congregations. 

His deep humility, unusual doctrinal 
balance, patience with his asscciates and 
with those who strongly differed with 
him, exceptional discipline in his per- 
sonal and spiritual life, and uncompro- 
mising convictions all stand out in the 
memory of his wide circle of friends in 
evangelical circles around the world. 
And from the beginning of his public 
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By DONALD E. HOKE 


ministry his name has been connected 
with the highest emphasis in spiritual 
life. 

Since its earliest years, Dr. McQuilkin 
was identified with the Victorious Life 
Testimony, founded by Charles G. Trum- 
bull, former Editor of THE Sunpay 
ScHoo.t Trmes. In fact, he dated his spir- 
itual vision from a Sunday school con- 
ference he attended when he was twen- 
ty-five, at which the late Dr. Trumbull 
was a principal speaker. Himself cne of 
the leaders of the conference and already 
a missionary volunteer, young Robert 
McQuilkin was challenged by Dr. Trum- 
bull's opening message, in which he tes- 
tified to a revolutionary spiritual experi- 
ence he had had the summer before. 

In his description of his own previous 
hunger for fellowship with the Lord, for 
freedom from sin, and for fruitfulness 
in his service for Christ, Dr. Trumbull 
minutely described McQuilkin’s present 
spiritual conflicts. Seeking Dr. Trum- 
bull out for counsel and prayer later, 
Robert McQuilkin knelt one day that 
week and in a new way surrendered his 
past, his present, and his future—includ- 


ing his most cherished possession, the 
love of his fiancee Marguerite Lambie 
—completely to Christ. In a new way 


that day the fact of the indwelling Christ 
became real to him—a reality that never 
departed. Bible study became fresh and 
challenging; prayer became a new de- 
light; his Christian service took on new 
power and effectiveness. 

His Part in Victorious Life Conferences 

Home from that conference aflame 
with new love for Christ, he organized 
a prayer group, which gave birth to the 
first summer Victorious Life Conference 
In succeeding years these 
conferences, under the direction of the 
Victorious Life Testimony, expanded 
and moved from Oxford, Pa., to Prince- 
ton, then to Stonybrook, and finally to 
their present home at America’s Kes- 
wick, Keswick Grove, N. J. 

As a result of these early associations 
with McQuilkin, Dr, Trumbull, in 1912, 
invited him to become Associate Editor 
of the Trmes, where he served until 
1917. Some years later, after he had 
taken up other work, he was asked to 
write the leading Sunday schcol lesson 
article for the Tres, which he did for 
several years. 

After five years happy association at 
the Trmes, Robert and Marguerite Mc- 
Quilkin were again burdened to take 
up their earlier plans for the mission 
field. So he returned to the University 
of Pennsylvania to finish his college 
work. Africa seemed to be calling them, 


a year later. 
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and on Thanksgiving Day, 1917, they 
were packed and waiting to go when their 
boat sank in the harbor. This was the 
first in a series of indications that God 
was to keep them home. And so, for 
the next four years, he conducted con- 
ferences across the ccuntry under the 
auspices of the Victorious Life Testi- 
mony. He was holding his third such 
conference in Columbia, S. C., in 1920, 
when a small group there invited him 
to come back and start a Bible school. 


A Vision of Training Young People 

Shortly after his transforming experi- 
ence with the Lord at the New Wilming- 
ton missionary conference, Robert Mc- 
Quilkin had a threefold vision of service 
—a school to train young people for 
missionary service around the world, a 
Bible conference, and a magazine. At 
the heart of each of these was to be the 
message of the victorious life in Christ 
and the imperative of preaching the Gos- 
pel to the world. 

This vision had never waned. It was 
to found a Bible school in Africa he was 
going when God stopped him. So this 
call to take the Columbia Bible classes, 
which were already begun, and lead in 
the organization of a “Moody Bible In- 
stitute of the South” he tock to be from 
God. And, in 1923, Columbia Bible School 
began, with four regular and four spe- 
cial students. 

From the start it was a venture of 
faith. In 1925, the first class was gradu- 
ated; in 1929, the school was licensed to 
give degrees and became Columbia Bible 
College, as an outgrowth of Dr. McQuil- 
kin’s far-reaching academic vision. 

At the 28th annual commencement ex- 
ercises this last spring, President Mc- 
Quilkin read the names of 79 young per- 
sons graduating with bachelors’ degrees 
or with masters’ degrees from the unique 
Graduate School of Missions he founded 
five years ago. The majority of these 
young people—almost three-fourths of 
them—made glad his heart by their pur- 
pose to be foreign missionaries. 

Through the years Columbia Bible 
College, largely through Dr. McQuilkin’s 
challenging leadership, has exercised an 
influence far cut of proportion to its size 
(registration 1951-52 totalled 465). Dr. 
McQuilkin was one of the early leaders 
in the Bible college movement, which 
combined the Biblical and_ spiritual 
training of the Bible institute with the 
academic standards and minimum liberal 
arts courses of a college. Many of the 
older Bible schools in the country are 
swinging to this concept today. ‘ 

Mission boards have long looked t 
Columbia Bible College for well-trained 
missionary candidates. For CBC has 
has probably graduated a higher per- 
centage of missionary volunteers into 
Christian service than any other school 
in America—a result of the missionary 
passion of the man whom God kept home 
from Africa. In the wisdom of God, the 


first young man to go to the mission 
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field from CBC went to the Africa In- 
land Mission station McQuilkin was to 
have occupied. 

As soon as he had undertaken his 
new responsibilities at Columbia, Dr. 
McQuilkin set out to bring into being 
his second vision, a victorious life Bible 
conference in the South. In the sum- 
mer of 1923, the first such conference was 
held on the Eliada Orphanage Camp 
Meeting grounds near Asheville, N. C. 
Hearing in 1928 of 75 acres of land on 
an adjoining mountain, he stepped out 
on faith and bought it as the site for 
the future Ben Lippen (Mountain of 
Trust) Conference. Going ahead on a 
faith basis, Ben Lippen has grown to a 
beautiful, quarter-million dollar confer- 
ence center, the spiritual influence of 
which extends throughout the South- 
east. 

For some time Dr. McQuilkin longed 
these spacious grounds in use 
during the winter months. Then, in 
1939, he met a friend in Chicago who 
later gave a large annuity toward the 
establishment of a boys’ school on the 
conference grounds in the winter months, 
Thus Ben Lippen School began in the 
fall of 1940, with twenty boys enrolled 
for Christian preparatory training. This 
year it will open to boys and girls with 
the founder’s vision still bright in the 
breast of his son, Robertson, newly ap- 
pointed the headmaster. 

His third vision cf a spiritual magazine 
had a small beginning’ in the quarterly 
Victory Message, begun three years ago. 
A memorial issue to him will be pub- 
lished this menth, (This may be se- 
cured by writing Ben Lippen Confer- 
ence, Route 4, Asheville, N. C.) 

“The greatest foreign missionary in 
America,” one returned missionary char- 
acterized Robert C. McQuilkin a few 
years ago. His missionary passion has 
influenced strongly not only his school 
and ccnference, but also numerous other 
men and organizations. 


to see 


A Missionary Fellowship Is Born 

When the Student Volunteer move- 
ment began to liberalize several years 
ago, as state adviser for South Carolina 
he fought to tie it to a sound doctrinal 
statement. When this seemed impossible 
and his cutright evangelical position was 
opposed, he prayed and inspired into 
being the Student Foreign Missions Fel- 
lowship in 1936 at Ben Lippen confer- 
ence grounds. With Dr, McQuilkin as 
first adviser FMF mushroomed. Six 
years ago it joined with the Inter-Var- 
sity Christian Fellowship to form a 
united campus evangelistic and mission- 
ary organization. 

A director of the Latin America Mis- 
sion and the Mexican Indian Mission, he 
was an adviser to countless other mis- 
sions around the world. His articles and 
books on victcrious Christian living, 
missions, and Bible teaching have influ- 
enced the lives of countless other thou- 
sands. Best known of his publications 
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are: “Victory in Christ,” “The Lord Is 
My. Shepherd,” “The Message of Ro. 
mans,” “Studying Our Lord’s Parables.”1 

Long an ordained Presbyterian minis. 
ter, in recent years he counseled in the 
founding of, and was a charter member 
of the Fellowship of Independent Evan. 
gelical Churches. Interdenominationa] 
in his outlook, he never descended to at- 
tacking or criticizing his Christian breth-. 
ren with whem he differed on ecclesj- 
astical questions. Love always character. 
ized his relations with all denominations 
and churches. 

Born into a Christian home in 1886. 
Robert Crawford McQuilkin lived to be 
66 years of age. He graduated from the 
University of Pennsylvania in 1917, was 
personally tutored in theology by Dr. 
Melvin Grove Kyle, Old Testament 
scholar, former president of Xenia semi- 
nary, and former archaeological writer 
for THE SuNnDay ScHoo. Times, In 1935, 
Wheaton College honcred him with a 
Doctor of Divinity degree; he was often 
the evangelistic speaker at their twice 
yearly meetings. Bob Jones University 
conferred the Doctor of Humanities de- 
gree upon him in 1948. He was listed 
in “Who's Whe in America,” and “Who's 
Who in American Education.” 


His Last Hours 

A driving worker who for thirty-five 
years did the work of at least two men, 
Dr. McQuilkin received the first warn- 
ing of his lessening strength a little over 
a year before his death. A _ strenuous 
conference schedule last summer fur- 
ther weakened him. High blood pressure 
last fall sent him to Duke clinic, at Dur- 
ham, N, C., for four months’ intensive 
diet and treatment. Returning much 
improved, he plunged with apparently 
old-time vigor into the second semester's 


work. He first complained of pains 
around his heart while speaking at a 
young pecple’s conference in Quarry- 


ville, Pa., late in June. But physical ex- 
amination and an X ray of his heart a 
week before his death showed his heart 
in good condition. 

God wonderfully led in the last few 
hours of his life. Many members of 
his family and friends near to him were 
with him on Sunday and Monday pre- 
ceding his death. On Tuesday morning, 
he talked with a Bible College official 
about fall plans, played with his two 
grandchildren dear to him, and returned 
to his cottage with Mrs. McQuilkin. The 
attack came suddenly, and he passed, in 
a few moments and with little pain, into 
1Dr. McQuilkin’s books are: ‘Victory in 
Christ,” 30 cents; “The Lord Is My Shepherd,” 
30 cents; ‘“‘The Message of Romans” ‘(Zonder- 
van Pub. House), board $1, cloth $2; “‘Study- 
ing Our Lord’s Parables,” Ist and 2nd series 
(2nd series out of print), 35 cents each; “Be 
of Good Cheer,” 25 cents; “Lord, Teach Us 
To Pray,” 50 cents; “Let Not Your Heart 
Be Troubled,” 35 cents; ‘“‘Four Fundamentals,” 
10 cents. All of these may be obtained from 
Columbia Bible College, Columbia, S. C. 
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Lesson for September 7 


the presence of His Lord whom he served 
so sacrificially and devotedly. 

Hundreds of friends, faculty, and the 
few students at summer school over- 
flowed the Bible college auditorium onto 
the lawn for the funeral services in 
Columbia on July 17. Mission repre- 
sentatives and friends flew in from many 
distant points. Several hundred tele- 
grams and hundreds of letters flooded 
in with expressions of loving apprecia- 
tion for the ministry of this man who 
touched so many lives in so many ways. 
Though the family stated they wished 
the money for floral tributes be given to 
foreign missions, scores of floral pieces 
banked the front of the auditorium, 

His life ended on the note of triumph 
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that always characterized Robert C. Mc- 
Quilkin. Even the local newspaper 
headlined his funeral, “Song of Victory, 


Evangelistic Appeal Mark McQuilkin 
Rites.” It was all as he would have 


liked it. 

On August 2, the board of trustees of 
Columbia Bible College announced that 
Dr. G. Allen Fleece, long-time associate 
of Dr. McQuilkin on the faculty of the 
school, had been appointed acting presi- 
dent. In his remarks following this an- 
nouncement at Ben Lippen Conference, 
Dr. Fleece aptly summarized the minis- 
try of Dr, MceQuilkin. “Like Daniel, his 
was a life of spiritual success because 
he trusted fully in his God” (Dan, 6:23), 

ASHEVILLE, N. C, 


VIII. The Law of Liberty in the Spiritual Life 


Standing in a position of freedom in order to engage in Christian conflict 


By EVAN H. HOPKINS 


With this eighth article, which is the second part of Evan Hopkins’ 
chapter on “Conflict” from his book “The Law of Liberty in the Spiritual 
Life,” this series is brought to a close, 

An American edition of Mr, Hopkins’ book will be issued this fall 
by The Sunday School Times Company. 


LL the passages from Ephesians 6 

that were considered in the previous 
article enable us to see clearly that the 
conflict is indeed a fight of faith, and 
also to detect the secret of our past 
failures. We have not seen the indis- 
pensable necessity of this attitude of 
trust; we have relied on our own efforts, 
our own resolutions, our own prayers, 
it may be. While we have believed that 
justification was by faith, we have not 
really believed that the fight and the 
victory were also to be known and re- 
alized through faith. But this is God’s 
appointed means. Let us not make ex- 
periments by using any other method. 


“The law of liberty” is nowhere more 
necessary to our spiritual success than 
in this matter of conflict. If we are not 
really free from ourselves, we cannot 
fight so as to “withstand.” Too much 
stress cannot therefore be laid on Ephe- 
sians 6:10 and the verses that follow. 
There lies the secret of a continuous 
life of triumph over the power of the 
enemy. How David anticipated the great 
truths set forth in this chapter we see 
from what he says in the eighteenth 
Psalm: 

The Lord is my rock, and my fortress, 
and my deliverer; my God, my strength, 
in whom I will trust; my buckler, and 
the horn of my salvation, and my high 
tower (v. 2). 

It is God that girdeth me with strength, 
and maketh my way perfect. He maketh 
my feet like hinds’ feet, and setteth me 
upon my high places. 

He teacheth my hands to war, so that 
a bow of steel is broken by mine arms. 
Thou hast also given me the shield of 
thy salvation: and thy right hand hath 
holden me up, and thy gentleness hath 
made me great (vs. 33-35). 


For thou hast girded me with strength 
unto the battle: thou hast subdued un- 
der me those that rose up against me. 
Thou hast also given me the necks of 
mine enemies (vs. 39, 40). 

Therefore will I give thanks unto thee, 
O Lord, among the heathen, and sing 
praises unto thy name (v., 49), 

But an important passage as bearing 
on this subject of conflict has not yet 
been noticed. It is the well-known dec- 
laration which the apostle gives us in 
his Epistle to the Galatians: 

But I say, Walk by the Spirit, and ye 
shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. For 
the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and 
the Spirit against the flesh; for these are 
contrary the one to the other; that ye 
may not do the things that ye would. But 
if ye are led by the Spirit, ye are not 
under the law (Gal. 5:16-18, R.V.). 

It is of the utmost moment, in order to 
understand the meaning of these words, 
that we have clearly before us what the 
apostle here means by “the Spirit.” There 
are multitudes of Christians who read 
the words as if we have here described 
the struggle between the two natures, 
flesh and spirit. Let us once and for ever 
dismiss that thought from our minds in 
connection with this text. This is not 
the teaching of the passage. The apostle 
by the term “Spirit” here does not refer 
to the human spirit, that which is a part 
of every man’s constitution; nor does he 
here speak of the new nature, “that 
which is born of the Spirit.” As Alford 
observes on this text, Spirit here is “not 
man’s spiritual part; it is (as in verse 5) 
the Holy Spirit of God.” So to the same 
effect another well-known commentator 
has remarked: “Spirit is here doubtless 
the Holy Ghost; it is that that overcomes 
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the flesh. He enters, it is true, into the 
hearts of believers, and works only by 
impelling and determining the walk, as 
He who dwells in the believers. But 
yet ‘Spirit’ (here) is not on this account 
equivalent to the new disposition of the 
believer himself, sanctified by the Spirit, 
but remains ever distinct from the indi- 
vidual human spirit, as Divine, tran- 
scending it” (Lange). 

This moreover is clear from the con- 
text. To “walk in the Spirit” is to walk 
in the Holy Ghost. “The fruit of the 
Spirit” (v. 22) is the fruit of the Holy 
Ghost, not of our new nature. So here 
what the apostle declares is the opposi- 
tion between the flesh and the Holy 
Ghost—the Holy Ghost being here re- 
garded, not so much as working ex- 
ternally on the believer, but as an in- 
dwelling Power. 

What the apostle here declares is that 
“walking” in the Holy Ghost is the means 
of living in continual triumph over, or 
in a state of deliverance from, the “lust 
of the flesh.” 

The enemy which the apostle has now 
especially in view is not Satan—the con- 
flict in that relation we have already 
considered in connection with the sixth 
of Ephesians; but here it is the flesh. 
We must ask, however, What does the 
apostle mean here by the “flesh”? We 
know the term is used in Scripture to 
denote mankind generally: “All flesh 
is as grass.” It is also used of our phys- 
ical nature, our bodily organism: “The 
life which I now live in the flesh.” But 
there is another sense in which the word 
is used, and especially by the Apostle 
Paul. The flesh is spoken of as the seat 
of sin. “The expression gives us no right 
whatever to think of the bodily organ- 
ism more than of the soul” (Lange). 


“It must not be taken as equivalent to 


our material or physical natures. “The 
essential element in the idea of the flesh 
is the turning away from God and re- 
ferring ourselves to ourselves, the self- 
seeking, egoistic element. This is pri- 
marily in respect to God; but immedi- 
ately connected with it is the fact that 
a man in reference to other men also 
seeks himself, his enjoyment or his gain. 
It is easily explicable therefore why love 
appears as the first effect of the Spirit 
being the temper and act opposed to 
selfishness” (Muller on “The Christian 
Doctrine of Sin,” quoted in Lange’s Com- 
mentary). 

Selfhood is the essence of that prin- 
ciple called the “flesh.” The flesh 
is that tendency to self or to sin 
which exists even in the regenerate 
Adam was created originally without 
this evil tendency, though he had the 
liability to sin. But we must not over- 
look the distinction between the ten- 
dency and the liability to sin. A piece 
of wood floating on the water has no 

(Continued on page 722) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 10. SEPTEMBER 7. A HUMBLE AND GREATHEARTED LEADER 


2 Samuel 11:2 to 12:33; 15:24-26; 16:5-13; 18:5, 31-33; 19:1-6, 18b-20; 24:18-25; 
printed text, 12:1-7a, 13-15a; 18:32, 33; 24:24 


Golden Text.—Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.—Psa. 51:10 


Kine JAMES VERSION 

2 Sam. 12:1 And the Lorp sent Nathan unto David. And 
he came unto him, and said unto him, There were two 
men in one city; the one rich, and the other poor. 

2 The rich man had exceeding many flocks and herds: 

3 But the poor man had nothing, save one little ewe lamb, 
which he had bought and nourished up: and it grew up 
together with him, and with his children; it did eat of his 
own meat, and drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, 
and was unto him as a daughter. 

4 And there came a traveller unto the rich man, and he 
spared to take of his own flock and of his own herd, to dress 
for the wayfaring man that was come unto him; but took 
the poor man’s lamb, and dressed it for the man that was 
come to him, 

5 And David’s anger was greatly kindled against the man; 
and he said to Nathan, As the Lorp liveth, the man that hath 
done this thing shall surely die: ‘ 

6 And he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did 
this thing, and because he had no pity. 

7 And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man, 

13 And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against 


% % 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


da : : in the Bible, not 
HERE are no artificial saints in the 
Bible—except the hypocrites, who 
are quickly exposed as such. The 
biographical records of God’s people are 
not touched-up portraits, but honest pic- 
tures. We are told that Oliver Crom- 
well, that great Puritan soldier-states- 
man of England, had a wart on his face. 
A noted artist, when painting his por- 
trait, left out the wart in deference to 
his patron. On seeing the artist’s work, 
Cromwell refused the picture, saying, 
“When you paint Cromwell, you paint 
Cromwell, wart and all.” That is what 
the Bible does. It paints Cromwell, wart 


Verse by Verse 


corded in Acts 12:20-23, with the similar 
death of Antiochus Epiphanes, described 
with so much satisfaction in 2 Maccabees 
9. God records the sins of His saints 
such fashion that 
we should gloat over them, but that 
we shculd be humbled and learn to “ab- 
stain from all appearance of evil” (1 
Thess. 5:22). When 
sin, it too often constitutes an incite- 
ment to evil, but the Holy Spirit’s records 
tend to sanctification. 
honesty and modesty 
Scriptures, and let 
graces in our own speech, 


men write about 


2 Sam. 12:1.—“And 


Nathan unto David.” This was not the 


the Lorp. And Nathan said unto David, The Lorp also hath 
put away thy sin; thou shalt not die, 

14 Howbeit, because by this deed thou hast given great 
occasion to the enemies of the Lorp to blaspheme, the child 
also that is born unto thee shall surely die. 

15 And Nathan departed unto his house. 

Chap. 18:32 And the king. said unto Cushi, Is the young 
man Absalom safe? And Cushi answered, The enemies of 
my lord the king, and all that rise against thee to do thee 
hurt, be as that young man is. 

33 And the king was much moved, and went up to the 
chamber over the gate, and wept: and as he went, thus he 
said, O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! would 
God I had died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my son! 

Chap. 24:24 And the king said unto Araunah, Nay; but I 
will surely buy it of thee at a price: neither will I offer 
burnt-offerings unto the Lorp my God of that which doth 
cost me nothing. So David bought the threshingfloor and 
the oxen fcr fifty shekels of silver. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


% % 


we can be to the evil of our own wrong- 
doings. 

Verse 5.—‘*The man that hath done this 
thing shall surely die.” We are all quick 
enough to see the perfidy and the greed 
and the cruelty in others. How little 
David realized that he was passing sen- 
tence on himself! 

Verse 6.—“And he shall restore the 
lamb fourfold.” This was in accord with 
the Mosaic Law concerning the theft of 


See, then, how , sheep (Exod. 22:1). See also Luke 
combine in the 19:8 


us cultivate these 


Verse 7.—“Thou art the man.” That 
is the word of the Holy Spirit to every 
man. When we awake frem our con- 
demnation of others to a realization of 
our own guilt, we are well on the way 
to salvation. 


the Lord sent 


August 23, 1952 





and all. When it tells about Noah, it 
does not leave out the incident about 
his getting drunk. When it tells about 
Abraham, it includes his lies. When it 
gives the story of David, it does not omit 
the sad passage of his fall into the double 
sin of fornication and murder. 

But there is another side to this hon- 
esty of the Bible. While it tells of 
these sins of the saints, it does not dwell 
on them, nor enlarge upon them, nor 
paint them in lurid colors. In this the 
Bible differs from so much of the classi- 
cal literature, and even from ancient 
historians. Many examples could be 
cited of the chastity of the language 
of the Holy Scriptures as over against 
that of uninspired writers. Compare, 
for instance, the death of Herod as re- 


first time, but his errand was of a very 
different character from that in chapter 
7. The prophet of the Lord must speak 
the word of the Lord, whether it be 
pleasant or heavy. 

Verses 2, 3.—“The rich man , , , but 
the poor man.” Our Lord also used 
striking parables of contrast, such as the 
Pharisee and the Publican, the Rich Man 
and Lazarus. Notice that the poor man’s 
lamb was the family “pet” as well as 
his sole wealth. 


Verse 4.—‘He spared to take of his 
own flock .. . but took the poor man’s 
lamb.” Such oppression and greed are 
almost beyond imagination, but the sin 
of David was even more heinous, as the 
“lamb” in his case was a human being, 
not an animal. It is amazing how blind 





Verse 13.—“I have sinned against the 
Lord. .. . The Lord also hath put away 
thy sin.” For an enlargement of these 
two phrases read Psalms 51 and 32. All 
Sin is against the Lord, and He only 
can put it away. 

Verse 14.—‘Howbeit . ,. , the child... 
shall surely die.” Remission of sin and 
chastening are not incompatible. God 
takes corrective measures with His chil- 
dren. Then, too, God must be vindi- 
cated as righteous. The blasphemies of 
the Lord’s enemies are answered by His 
righteous judgments. 

Verse 15.—“And Nathan departed.” He 
had fulfilled a difficult mission, and we 
may be sure that he went home to pray 
for the penitent king. 











sal 
up’ 


giv 
sal 


agi 


the 
tul 
his 
the 
ani 
an 
mi 
dic 


the 
sin 
vic 
of 

gre 


till 
Th 


vei 
sin 








ath 
‘eat 


lild 


ing 

of 
hee 
the 


ild 


t I 


th 
nd 








Lesson for September 7 


Chap. 18:32.—“Is the young man Ab- 
salom safe?” The chastening rod is sore 
upon David, as Nathan said (chap, 12: 
10, 11). David had been greatly for- 
given, and he greatly forgives. All Ab- 
salom’s rebellicn did not turn him 
against that unworthy son. 


Verse 33.—“Would God I had died for 
thee, O Absalom, my son, my son!” Pic- 
ture the shaking body of the aging king, 
his bent figure as he climbs the steps of 
the guardhouse, the unrestrained tears, 
and the bitter cry. Great David's greater 
and sinless Son not merely wished He 
might die for the sinner, but actually 
did. 

Chap. 24:24.—“Neither will I offer... 
that which doth cost me nothing.” Again 
sin has proved costly, not only to Da- 
vid, but to his people, and the lifting 
of the rod finds David penitent and 
grateful. Do we, forgiven sinners, give 
till it costs? 





The Heart of the Lesson 

Nathan's parable was calculated to re- 
veal the selfishness and the cruelty of 
sin, and David was not slow to perceive 
it. Only it was the selfishness and the 
cruelty and the meanness of the sin of 
the man in the parable that he saw, not 
the selfishness and cruelty and meanness 
of his own sin. That is, until the prophet 
by the Holy Ghost applied the parable 
to David’s own heart and David’s cwn 
sin, and then the great king bowed him- 
self to the ground, broken and prostrate 
and penitent, despising himself for the 
chief of sinners that he was in his own 
eyes. 

So right away we learn three valu- 
able truths: first, how utterly despicable 
sin is, and therefore how we must abhor 
it; second, how quick we are to condemn 
sin for what it is in others, and how 
slow we are to perceive the vileness of 
our own misdeeds; and third, how the 
Holy Spirit searches out the secrets of 
the heart, and leads us to abhor our- 
selves and repent in dust and ashes, Not 
all of us are as obedient to the convict- 
ings of the Holy Spirit as was David, 
however. See how humbly he bowed 
before the word, “Thou art the man.” 
Too often we resent such pointed deal- 
ings of God with our souls, and build 
strong defenses against the divine re- 
provings. 

The mercies of God are great. If Da- 
vid could join one of our congregations 
today, none would sing more heartily 
than he that wonderful refrain, 

Who is a pardoning God like Thee? 

Or who has grace so rich and free? e 
But another lesson David had to learn,and 
we do well to learn from him. Forgive- 
ness does not mean immunity from all 
the consequences of sin. All his days, 


that sin of David's followed him. The 
death of his child of fornication (2 Sam. 
12:15-23) did not end the consequences. 
Incest and murder in his own royal fam- 
were but his own sin 


ily (chap. 13) 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
9. August 31.—The Reign of David. 
2 Samuel 5:6-25; 8 and 9 
Next Week's Lesson 
11. September 14.—-David, the Man of 
God. 2 Samuel 6 and 7; 23:1-7; 
1 Chronicles 15:16; 17; 25:1-8; 28 and 29 








cropping out in his children, and the link 
between that and the later rebellion of 
Absalom is not difficult to trace. Ab- 
salom’s abominable behavior recorded in 
chapter 16:20-23 was exactly what 
Nathan declared would come upon Da- 
vid (chap. 12:11, 12). Indeed, it is just 
because sin is such an evil and bears 
such a crop of consequences that it de- 
mands judgment—or pardon. There is 
nothing neutral about sin. And let us 
remember that the pardon of such an 
evil thing as sin is bound to be costly. 
It is not merely the setting aside of the 
judgment It involves the bearing of 
the judgment by the Pardoner. Finally, 
then, we see the evil of sin, not in what 
it costs man, but in what it cost God 
to pardon the sinner. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The king bows before the word of re- 
proof (2 Sam, 12:13) 

2. The king bows beneath the chastening 
rod (vs. 22, 23). 

3. The king bows before God's sovereign 
will (chap, 15:25, 26) 

4. The king bows beneath a staggering 
sorrow (chap. 18:33). 

5. The king bows before the divine judg- 
ment (chap, 24:10, 14, 17). 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT two qualities mark the Bib- 
lical records, in contrast with many 
other ancient writings? 

2. For what sin did God reprove Da- 
vid through the Prophet Nathan? 

3. What were the immediate causes 
of David's sin? 

4. What sense in David was deeply stir- 
red by Nathan’s parable? 

5. How was David’s sin more heinous 
than that recited by Nathan in his par- 
able? 

6. What Psalm describes David's peni- 
tence after Nathan had stirred in him a 
realization of sin? 

7. What Psalm celebrated David’s for- 
giveness and restoration? 

8. How were David's sins repeated in 
his family? 

9. What quality in David distinguished 
him from Saul, and saved him from his 
predecessor's fate? 

10. What double warning comes to us 
from the sins of the saints as recorded 
in the Bible? 

(Answers on page 721) 


(7) 715 


Topics for Development 

The Sins of the Saints, Evil men and 
careless Christians alike excuse them- 
selves by the sins of the great saints in 
the Bible. True children of God take 
warning from them. But the very fact 
that some use the sins of the saints as 
a cover should make us all the more 
careful lest we give occasion to sin. 
Several reasons may be suggested why 
God has put on record the grave mis- 
deeds of some of His best men 

1. The failures of the best men make 
it evident that we must “look off unto 
Jesus,” and not make even the best of 
saints our pattern 

2. The grace of God is the more mag- 
nified, when we see how He bears long 
with His people in their sins 

3. It is the more evident that salva- 
tion is not on the basis of works, but 
wholly of grace. 

4. The consequences of the sins ofthe 
saints should teach us how God regards 
them, and warn us that they are not 
lightly regarded or dealt with 

5. They call to us in our self-confi- 
dence, “Let him that thinketh he stand- 
eth take heed lest he fall” (1 Cor. 10:12). 

6. They teach us that there is recov- 
ery for the fallen, forgiveness for the 
penitent. 

The Grace of Humility, One of the 
greatest things about David is that he 
was able to bow. He sinned, in some 
respects more grievously than his prede- 
cessor, Saul, but the difference lay right 
here, that David never ccnsciously held 
out against God, while Saul continually 
pouted and balked and defended him- 
self and persisted in his sin. With Saul, 
the will of God was something to be 
resisted: with David it was something to 
be sought, and accepted, and obeyed, 
and yielded to. Look again at the les 
son outline, and see how the keynote is, 
“the king bows.” Saul would have made 
Henley’s “Invictus” his creed—and he 
went out in utter eclipse. David learned 
to bow, and was highly exalted 

And so, looking within and around me, I 

ever renew 

With that stoop of the soul which, in bend- 

ing, upraises it too 

The submission of man's nothing-perfect to 

God's all-complete, 
As by each new obeisance of spirit I climb 
to His feet 
Personal Applications 

Hiding warts will not get rid of them. 
But see Isaiah 4:4. 

If we were as modest in our speech 
as the Bible, there would be less brag- 
ging and less gossip. 

Those who are loudest in condemning 
others are generally covering up their 
own sins. See Matthew 7:3-5. 

If you are opening your heart to the 
Holy Spirit's searching, you will have 
little thought of applying the sermon to 
the man in the next pew. 

“Stoop, stoop; it is a low, low door by 
which we enter into the kingdom of 
God.”—Samuel Rutherford. 
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Golden Text 


Psa. 51:10.—“Create in me a clean 
heart, O God; and renew a right spirit 
within me.” David realized the inward- 
ness of sin, and therefore the inward- 
ness of cleansing. Sins are outward ex- 
pressions of an inward condition, There- 
fore we need not only forgiveness for 
the wrongdoing, but a divine operation 
within to heal us of the disease, cleanse 
us of the defilement, and establish in 
us a spirit that seeks after holiness. “Ye 
must be born again” (John 3:7). 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGGESTED HyMNS 
“Love Lifted Me” 
“What Can Wash Away My Sin?” 

“Lord Jesus, I Long To Be Perfectly Whole” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Heavenly Father, we thank Thee that 
there is forgiveness with Thee, for unless 
Thou couldst pardcn us, we could not 
hope to pray and be heard, could not 
walk with Thee here, nor dwell with 
Thee hereafter. By Thy great mercy 
that pardoned repentant David, we are 
encouraged to turn from our sin and seek 
Thy pardon and renewal. Forgive us, O 
Lord, and then create in each cf us a 
clean heart and renew a right spirit 
within us, that we may rise above our 
sinful past to a new and better life. Re- 
store Thy Church to purity and power 
that her message of a Saviour may be 
powerful to give light and life to the 
slaves of sin and Satan everywhere. 
Help all who this day instruct others in 
Thy Word. Guide and strengthen par- 
ents in the Christian upbringing of their 
children, and give us godly _ school- 
teachers. Let men of Christian faith lead 
the nations; and bring an end, Lord, to 
the works and ways of all who oppose 
Thee and Thy Son. Supply the needs 
of all in trouble. Bless the efforts of all 
who labor to rescue the perishing and 
relieve the distressed. Make this new 
week bright with Thy mercies toward 
us, and use us in Thy glad service, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Today we have seen 
that David, who stood up so well in his 
days of trial and struggle, fell into grave 
sin in his days of prosperity and ease. 
He wickedly took another man’s wife 
and had the man killed, but when 
Nathan showed David the greatness of 
his wrongdoing, the king deeply repented 
and our Golden Text is part of his prayer 
for pardon and cleansing. That such 
a good man as David could fall so dread- 
fully points up for us all the Bible warn- 
ing, “Let him that thinketh he standeth 
take heed lest he fall.” There is never 
a time when it is safe for us to be un- 
watchful. David’s fall also shows us 
what sinful inclinations lie in the human 
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heart, that “the heart is deceitful above 
all things, and desperately wicked,” your 
heart and mine. Little do we realize 
to what evil our hearts would take us 
if all restraint were removed from us. 
If Christian influences like the Bible, the 
Church, the Sunday school, and godly 
upbringing should all cease to work upon 
us, if the standards and judgment of 
society and the restraints of conscience 


should suddenly cease to hold us, our 
natural heart would quickly show its 
great sinfulness by sweeping us into 


dreadful wrongdoing. 

That is why we all need a new heart 
such as David sought in his cry: “Create 
in me a clean heart.” The word “create” 
suggests it is beyond us to make our- 
selves over within. Only God can cre- 
ate, and only He can put a new heart 
in us. Have you asked Him to create 
in you a clean heart, to give you a new 
and holy nature? Paul said, “If any 
man be in Christ, he is a new creation.” 
When we trust ourselves to the Saviour, 
He works a new creation in us and we 
become new people. When David Men- 
del, a Jew, became a Christian, he 
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changed his name from Mendel to Ne- 
ander which means “a new man.” God 
had given him a new heart, and chang- 
ing his name was his way of making it 
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known. If you have not sought and re- 
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new, a Christian life. 
VANCOUVER, B. C., CAN, 


we 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And Nathan said to David, Thou art 
the man” (2 Sam. 12:7).—The Lord at 
times caused His prophets to relate par- 
ables to guilty persons, that they might 
pronounce sentence against themselves— 
as in this case, and the case of King 
Ahab (1 Kings 20:39, 40). 

In the parable, David the 
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Lesson for September 7 


man, Uriah was the poor man, Bath- 
sheba was the ewe lamb; and the trav- 
eler that came to the rich man was the 
evil, imagination, disposition, or lust 
which came into David's heart. 

When David pronounced his sentence 
of death and a fourfold restitution on 
the rich man, Nathan faithfully said, 
“Thou art the man”! 

We conclude from the setting of this 
parable that David made no confession 
of his grievous sin until months after 
the crime was committed. 

C. H,. Spurgeon says of the Thirty-sec- 
ond Psalm: “In the order of history it 
seems to follow the Fifty-first.” The 
Thirty-second Psalm gives us David's in- 
most feelings during that period of 
silence. He said: “When I kept silence, 
my bones waxed old through my roaring 
all the day long. For day and night thy 
hand was heavy upon me: my moisture 
is turned into the drought of summer.” 

I recall reading the experience of a 
man who communicated secretly gath- 
ered information to Russia. He after- 
ward confessed—but before his confes- 
sion and while he was enduring the 
nervous pressure of illegal activities, he 
was taught how to determine whether 
or not he was being followed—stop and 
tie a shoelace or walk up a deserted 
side street. He took elaborate precau- 
tions not to be caught. He would start 
by subway, then get off at one of the 
less busy stations and wait on the plat- 
form reading a newspaper until several 
locals passed. Then he would jump on 
and off a number of trains, always try- 
ing to be the last person in or out. Fre- 
quently, he would use various means cf 
transportation—subway, bus, taxi, and 
all going in a direction away from the 
meeting place. Only when he was sat- 
isfied that he was not being followed, 
would he proceed directly to his des- 


tination. How true the proverb, “The 
way of transgressors is hard,” stony, 
rugged! 


“And Davia said I have sinned 
against the Lord” (2 Sam. 12:13).—There 
are many who are acquainted with Da- 
vid's sin, and who prate against him for 
it—who are utterly ignorant of David’s 
deep and sincere confession. 

For an insight into the depth of Da- 
vid’s contrition, one should study Psalm 
51. All sin, whether against one’s self 
or others, is sin against the Lord—for 
it is a transgression of His Law. 

The Law mentioned no sacrifice or of- 
fering for such a sin as David’s—or else 
he wculd have offered it. The penalty 
was death; but God saw David’s con- 
trite spirit and broken heart; and on 
the ground of the sacrifice of Christ, 
which would be offered later, could 
righteously extend mercy. Hence Nathan 
was able to say, “The Lord also hath 


put away thy sin; thou shalt not die.” 

Although the sin was forgiven, it must 
never be forgotten that 
quences followed David's act. 


serious conse- 
The im- 
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mediate consequence was the death of 
Bathsheba’s son, then Amnon is killed, 
and Absalom and Adonijah. Four for 
one—as David had decreed! 

We know a married woman with chil- 
dren who was untrue to her husband 
and a child was born out of wedlock. 
She became convicted of her sin and 
truly repented. She was forgiven. That 
husband has passed on and she is now 
married again with another family. But 
the consequences of the sin remain. 
Every sight of the children from her first 
husband must remind her of him, and of 
her unfaithfulness to him. She will carry 


that knowledge to the end of her pil- 
grimage in this scene. 
“Would God I had died for thee. O 


Absalom, my son, my son” (2 Sam, 18: 
33).—“I wish,” says Matthew Henry, “ I 
could see reason to think that this arose 
from a concern about Absalom’s ever- 
lasting state, and that the reason why he 
wished he had died for him was because 
he had good hopes of his own salvation, 
and of Absalom’s repentance if he had 
lived. It rather seems to have been 
spoken inconsiderately, and in a passion, 
and it was his infirmity. He is to be 
blamed, for showing so great a fondness 
for a graceless son only because he was 
handsome and witty, while he was justly 
abandoned both of God and man.” 
Whether that is why David said what 
he did or not, David could not die for 
Absalom. Absalom had to meet death 
for himself—hopeless though he was. 
The Christian physician who attended 
the French infidel, Voltaire, during his 
last illness, has left a testimony con- 
cerning the departure of that unbe- 
liever. Writing to a friend, the physician 
said: “When I compare the death of a 
righteous man, which is like the close 
of a beautiful day, with that of Voltaire, 
I see the difference between bright. se- 
rene weather and a black thunderstorm. 
It was my lot that this man should die 
under my hands. Often did I tell him 
the truth. ‘Yes, my friend,’ he would 
often say to me, ‘you are the only one 
who has given me good advice. Had I 
but followed it, I should not be in the 
horrible condition in which I now am. 
I have swallowed nothing but 
I have intoxicated myself with the in- 
cense that turned my head. You can 
do nothing for me. Send me a mad doc- 
tor! Have compassion on me—I am mad!’ 
“T cannot think of it without shudder- 
ing. As soon as he saw that all the 
means he had employed to increase his 
strength had just the opposite effect. 
death was constantly before his eyes 
From this moment, madness took posses- 
sion of his soul. He expired under the 
torments of the furies” (Our Hope), 
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Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, if your teacher can pre- 
pare for it and organize its presen- 
tation, I think a thumbnail sketch cf Da- 
vid’s life might be very interesting and 
very profitable, It is much like looking 
into a kaleidoscope; every turn brings 
a fresh, colorful, and startling phase of 
his most remarkable career. At some 
points it is thrilling—and always ab- 
sorbing. The books of Samuel, Kings, 
and Chronicles furnish the material in 
graphic style. The first mention of Da- 
vid in the Bible record is Ruth 4:17, 
connecting him with the royal line, Abra- 
ham to Jesus Christ (see Matt. 1:1-5). 
David's life may be outlined briefly 
as follows: (1) A shepherd lad, “ruddy 
and goodly to look to,” and with 

a fine spirit, anointed to be king (1 Sam, 
16:12, 13). (2) His love of music—“a 
cunning player on an harp” (1 Sam. 16: 
16-18) which was the means of his first 
appearance at the royal court of King 
Saul, but of greater importance, con- 
tributed to his great service in compos- 
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ing of the Psalms, (3) His spectacular 
overthrow of the giant, Goliath, and put- 
ting to flight the great Philistine army 

(1 Sam. 17:32, 48, 49, 51, 52). (4) His 
dealings with Jonathan, one of the most 
beautiful stories of friendship in all lit- 
erature (1 Sam, 18:1). (5) The enmity 
and murderous wrath of King Saul, and 
how David dealt with it (1 Sam. 18:9- 
12). (6) David’s experiences as an out- 
law and a fugitive from the king’s wrath 
and announced purpose to kill him (1 
Sam. 19:1 to 31:6). (7) David’s crown- 
ing as king of Judah (2 Sam. 2:4). (8) 
Crowned king of all Israel (2 Sam. 5: 
1-4). (9) David’s great sin and shame 
(2 Sam, 11:1-27). (10) His penitence 
and confession (2 Sam. 12:1-14; see also 
Psa. 51). (11) Great sorrow (2 Sam. 
12:15-23). (12) Incest and murder in 
the family (2 Sam, 13). (13) Disloyalty 
and rebellion in the family (2 Sam, 15) 
“Be not deceived; God is not mocked: 
for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall 
he also reap” (Gal. 6:7). (14) Finally 
David's crowning achievement, the writ- 
ing of at least sixty-seven of the Psalms, 
reflecting his checkered life, his suc- 
cesces, victories, failings, shame, sor- 
row, afflictions, and his glorious recov- 
eries. Perhaps his topflight utterance 
may be fcund in his penitent Psalm 51: 
“Create in me a clean heart,O God; and 
renew a right spirit within me. Cast 
me not away from thy presence; and 
take not thy holy spirit from me. Re- 
store unto me the joy of thy salvation; 
and uphold me with thy free spirit. Then 
will I teach transgressors thy ways: and 
sinners shall be converted unto thee” 
(vs. 10-13). 

And, fellows, how does all this apply 
to you and me? We do not all have 
spectacular experiences; we may not be 
much in the public eye, as David was. 
Yet all of those temptations which came 
to David do in one form or another 
come to us. We will thank the Lord for 
showing us by David’s experiences not 
only the way through, but also the way 
out. You will notice that David began 
his faith in the Lord (his “shepherd”) and 
his implicit trust in His power and in 
His sheltering love while he was yet a 
lad. I wonder how he got that. Surely 
David must have had a good mother. I 
do not think she is named in the record. 
We know that Ruth the Moabitess, the 
wife of Boaz, was his great-grandmother, 
His father Jesse must have been a good 
man; it was the custom of the godly 
Jews to teach their children very dili- 
gently the Word of God, the Law and 
the Prophets, by word of mouth; they 
memorized the Law. David had a keen 
mind and he had literary training. No 
one could speak as he did and write as 
he did without an education. Where do 
you suppese he went to school? 


But the main thing in David’s great 
success and his great service to his 
Lord and his countrymen—and to us!— 
is that his faith in God never once flick- 
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ered. And no matter what or who or 
how you and I may be, David's faith 
can also be ours. David never attrib- 
uted his achievements to his sling, his 
crown, his wealth, his family connec- 
tions, his military power, his popular- 
ity; but listen to him as he sings: “I 
have set the Lord always before me: 
because he is at my right hand, I shall 
not be moved” (Psa, 16:8). 


FontTANA Dao, N., C. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1952 and 
explaining the conditions upon which _ illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Blanket Confessions.—Create in me a 
clean heart, O God (Psa. 51:10, Golden 
Text). An illustration used by a Chi- 
nese evangelist: A woman with a bundle 
cf dirty washing had taken it to the 
riverside with the purpose of washing it. 
But she was ashamed to open it for fear 
someone would see how dirty it was: so 
she just plunged the whole bundle into 
the water, jogged it up and down sev- 
eral times, and then went home with it. 
A lot of people are like that foolish 
woman. They have many sins that need 
to be cleansed, but they are not willing 
to bring them out and confess them one 
by one. They just say, “Lord, I am a 
sinner, forgive me.” So they cover up 
all their sins, their thefts, and their lies, 
and their jealousies, and their hatred. 
But they have to be brought cut and 
confessed, and only then can they be 
cleansed.—Abridged from China’s Mil- 
lions. Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hail- 
sham, Sussex, Eng. Prize illustration. 


Where He Heard It.—And Nathan said 
to David, Theu art the man (2 Sam. 12: 
7). <A little boy often played around 
his father’s garage, where men and 
women came in to have their cars re- 
paired. Freddie watched the mechanics 
at work and listened to their conversa- 
tions. At the age of seven his mother 
noticed that he was using many slang 
expressions and some very unwholesome 
language. She talked with him about 
it, for she was very concerned over her 
little boy’s behavior. But one day at 
the dinner table something displeased 
little Freddie, and without hesitation he 
exclaimed, “Well, I'll be ——.” His mother 
was shocked and hurt. She asked, 
“Freddie, who did you hear say those 
words?” The child looked up hesitantly, 
while his mother and father waited for 
the answer. He replied, “Well, I think 
it was Father that said that cone.” That 
night his father fell on his knees and 
asked God for forgiveness and for grace 
to live a better life before his son. He 
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recalled the words of Nathan to David, 
“Thou art the man.”"—Sent by Adelaide 
Blanton, New Albany, Ind, 


In the Wrong Company.—I have sin- 
ned against the Lord (2 Sam. 12:13). 
The story is teld of an Italian duke who 
went on board a galley ship. As he 
passed the crew of slaves he asked what 
their offenses were. Everyone laid the 
blame on someone else, saying his 
brother was to blame, or the judge was 
bribed. One sturdy young fellow said: 
“My Lord, I am justly in here. I wanted 
money and I stole it. No one is to blame 
but myself.” The duke on hearing this 
seized him by the shoulder, saying, “You 
rogue! What are you doing among so 
many honest men? Get ycu out of their 
company!” And the young fellow was 
set at liberty, while the rest were left 
to tug at the oars—From the Rev. C. H. 
Spurgeon. Sent by M. H. James, To- 
ronto, Can, 


When an Infidel Corroborated the 
Scriptures.—By this deed thou hast 
given great occasion to the enemies of 
the Lord to blaspheme (2 Sam, 12:14). 
“David, a man after God’s own heart!” 
said an infidel, “a pretty specimen: a 
liar, an adulterer, a murderer.” You are 
a proof of the truth of God’s Word,” 
quietly answered the one to whom the 
words were addressed, “for the Bible says 
that Nathan said to David, ‘By this deed 
thou hast given great occasion to the 
enemies of the Lord to blaspheme.’ "— 
From Christian Reader’s Digest. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fecham, Surrey, Eng. 


God’s Second Best.—Howbeit, .. . the 
child also that is born unto thee shall 
surely die (2 Sam. 12:14). G. Christian 
Weiss tells how one day, while he was 
a student in Christian training, one of 
his teachers startled them in class by 
saying, “I have lived most of my life 
on God’s second best.” Following this 
remark, instead cf devoting the class 
period to the lesson, he told them his 
story. God had manifestly called him 
to be a missionary in his younger days, 
but he turned aside from this course 
thrcugh marriage. In fact, he practically 
gave up Christian work and began a 
selfish business life as a cashier in a bank, 
with the primary purpose of setting up 
a nice home and making money. The 
Spirit of God kept dealing with him, but 
there was no yielding. Then, after a 
number of years, one day there came a 
message to him at the bank. His little 
child had toppled over in her high chair, 
and was dead. It took that bitter ex- 
perience to bring this Christian to the 
place of surrender. After he spent a 
night alone with God on his knees, in 
tears and agony, the surrender came. 
3ut it was too late now to go to the 
mission field. With a broken and contrite 
heart, he pleaded with the Lord to take 
up the tangled threads of his disobe- 
dient life and make of the wreckage 
whatever He could. God answered 
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that prayer and gave him a useful and 
quite fruitful ministry the rest of his 
days. He was the means of training and 
sending out a number of missionaries; 
but all the time he lived on God’s sec- 
ond best for him.—From Our Hope. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 


God’s Good Purpose.—And the king 
was much moved, and went up to the 
chamber over the gate, and wept (2 Sam. 
18:33). An English minister, much used 
of God, was once visited by a Christian 
man in trouble. The visitor had come 
into great and painful distress through 
following what he earnestly believed 
was the guidance of God. This left him 
greatly perplexed, and he asked the min- 
ister what he should do about it. The 
preacher urged him to go on trusting 
the Lord through the dark time of trial, 
saying, “God has permitted it for some 
good purpose.” Then the minister him- 
self began to pace the room under strong 
emotion. When he could trust himself 
to speak, he turned to the other and said, 
“T too, have had a cross to bear in my 
life, but it has made me the man I am.” 
—From Joseph Edwin Harris, in The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by M., Irene 
Jury, Glendale, Calif. 


Giving Until You Feel It.—Neither 
will I offer burnt-offerings unto the 
Lord my God of that which doth cost 
me nothing (2 Sam, 24:24). While tour- 
ing in Spain, an American musician was 
entertained at a grandee’s house, where 
there was much of the grandeur of the 
past, though less of the wealth of the 
present, The musician happened toadmire 
some old battle flags of embroidered silk, 
trophies of the past glories of the 
grandee’s ancestors. Soon after his visit, 
the Spaniard sent him one of the flags, 
asking him to receive it as a gift, an 
appreciation of the joy which his music 
had given the sender. The musician 
deprecated receiving such a gift, price- 
less to the giver, an article of curiosity 
only to himself; so he returned it. But 
the flag was again sent after him with 
this explanation: “Your art, sir, gave 
me unusual pleasure. I want to mark 
my appreciation in an unusual manner. 
I know that you admire this banner of 
silk, for it is no more than that to you. 
To me, as the symbol of a brave deed 
by one of our family, it means much 
more; and I wish to give you something 
the giving of which I shall feel.”—From 
Felix Schelling, in the Reader’s Digest. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 


4 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ARY, will you read our question 

for today? “In Matthew 18:3, Jesus 
said, ‘Except ye be converted, and be- 
come as little children, ye shall not 
enter into the kingdom of heaven.’ Does 
that mean that we will all be little chil- 
dren when we get to Heaven?” 
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Here is another interesting question. 
This verse does not say, “Except ye be 
converted and become little children,” 
but, “Except ye be converted, and be- 
come as little children.” This does not 
refer to physical maturity. My grand- 
parents are in Heaven, and I am quite 
sure they will not look like children 
when I meet them again. 

The very next verse helps to bring out 
the meaning of Matthew 18:3: “Who- 
soever therefore shall humble himself 
as this little child.” Normal] little chil- 
dren are humble. They are willing to 
learn and willing to admit that they 
are wrong. In order to be converted, 
a person must humble himself enough 
to confess that he is a sinner, needing 
the Saviour. Humility is one of the 
marks of the new nature that we re- 
ceive when we are born again. In 
Heaven every one of us will be humble 
all the time. 

Now look at 1 Corinthians 14:20. 
Malice means spite. As you know, my 
profession is teaching little children. 
They are never spiteful. They may quar- 
rel, but they soon make up again and 
are as good friends as ever. Christians 
should be as free from malice as chil- 
dren. 

There are other Scriptures we could 
look up on this subject, but time for- 
bids. However, today’s lesson about 
David should help us to understand bet- 
ter what is meant by becoming as little 
children, 

David was a good example of someone 
who was as a child in humility and in 
having no malice, and he also had a 
childlike faith in God. These are the 
reasons, I believe, why he is twice called 
“a man after his [God’s] own heart” (1 
Sam. 13:14; Acts 13:22). But David's 
life was not without sin. Only one 
walked this earth in whom was no sin. 

The first Scripture we shall read to- 
day comes right after David had com- 
mitted the worst sin of his life. He 
had allowed himself to fall in love with 
a married woman. In order that she 
might be free to marry him, he sent 
orders to Joab, commander-in-chief of 
his army, to put Bathsheba’s husband 
in the hottest part of the battle where 
he would be sure to be killed. This was 
done. It was not an uncommon thing 
for a king to do in those days. But that 
did not make it right. Read the last 
two verses of 2 Samuel 11. Notice the 
solemn ending, “But the thing that Da- 
vid had done displeased the Lord.” It 
is a serious thing to displease the Lord, 
as David learned to his deep sorrow. 

Now read 2 Samuel 12:1-7a. By means 
of a parable David is made to see and 
condemn his own sin. Think how he 
must have felt when the Prophet Nathan 
said, “Thou art the man.” That was a 
daring thing to say to a king. No one 
likes to be called down, and certainly 
kings were not used to it. If David had 
not had the fear of God in his heart, he 
would have said to his servants, “Bind 


(11) 719 


Nathan and carry him out and put him 
to death immediately.” But this was not 
David’s reaction, for he had a new 
nature in spite of this sad fall into sin. 
Read what he said in verse 13. He ad- 
mitted his guilt as simply as a child 
would have done. However, God said 
that because of his sin, the child he loved 
would die. This grieved David intensely 
for he dearly loved the baby. The child 
was ill for a week, and all that time 
David fasted and prayed. It is believed 
that he wrote Psalm 51 at this time. Let 
us read together the first ten verses, 
noting how deeply David felt his sin, 
and how humbly he admitted it. God 
answered David’s prayer for cleansing 
from sin, but He did not answer his 
prayer that the child’s life might be 
spared. Everyone in the palace worried 
about the king the whole week the baby 
was sick, because he would neither eat 
nor go to bed. When the child died, 
they were afraid to tell him, for fear 
he might lose his mind or die of grief 
Read 2 Samuel 12:18-22. How do we 
know that David's faith did not falter 
even when his child was taken? (He 
went to worship in the house of the 
Lord as soon as he could get ready.) 
Right. He would not break his long fast 
till after that. He also showed his con- 
fidence in God when he said of the child, 
“IT shall go to him.” He knew that his 
baby was in Heaven and that some day 
he would join him there because God 
had cleansed him from his sin, 

Even though God had forgiven David 
and restored him to fellowship, he still 
reaped sin’s sad results. He not only 
lost that dear baby, but his sons who 
did not die gave him sorrow. Absalom 
even plotted against him and finally 
seized the kingdom from his father! Da- 
vid had to flee from Jerusalem for his 
life. As he thus fled, Shimei, one of his 
enemies, a man from Saul’s house cursed 
him and threw stones at him! It is al- 
ways contemptible to hit a man when 
he is down, and besides this, Shimei’s 
accusations were lies, and David was his 
rightful king! Read 2 Samuel 16:5-13. 
David had never lifted a finger against 
anyone of the house of Saul, yet he 
showed no malice toward Shimei. See 
how humbly he spoke in verse 12, and 
later he forgave Shimei. 

Though Absalom was wicked, and 
cared nothing for his father, yet David 
still loved him. Read what he said to 
the generals of his army in 2 Samuel 
18:5, when they were going to fight 
against Absalom. And after Absalom 
had been killed, David mourned and 
wept for him instead of rejoicing that 
he could go back to his throne in peace. 
Read 2 Samuel 18:32, 33. See what a 
great-hearted man David was! He for- 


gave Shimei, and he forgave his son 
Absalom, even wishing that he might 
have died in his place! 

Our last Scripture is 2 Samuel 24:24. 
Here again David is an example to us: 
He wanted his offering to God to cost 
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him something. Sometimes we give so 
little we hardly miss it, but true love 
likes to give. 

David was humble, trustful, loving, 
and forgiving as a little child, only in 
greater degree, because his capacity was 
much greater than a child’s. Are you 
and I growing in these same qualities? 
All those who have been born again 
should be. 


FERNDALE, WASH, 
ve 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
A King Honors God (2 Sam. 24:18-25) 


EVIEW the work of David as king 

by reference to the pictures drawn 
to illustrate last Sunday’s lesson. Da- 
vid was a great fighter. We saw that it 
was because the Lord helped him, that 
he had such good success (2 Sam, 8:6, 
14). To the Lord he gave rich offerings 
of what he conquered (v. 11). He had 
much left to make himself rich, too. 
As the years went by, David began to 
make great schemes of more victories 
to get more wealth and more honor. But 
he forgot to ask God about it. Instead, 
he went right ahead to find out just how 
many people he had whom he could 
draft for his armies or make pay big 
taxes. Even the army general knew it 
was not a good idea. But David would 
not listen to him, or anybody else. He 
was just going to have his own way. 
Wasn’t he king? 

But even King David couldn’t get 
‘way with having his own way; God 
ean manage even kings. David’s con- 
-cience bothered him one night. He be- 
tan to know he‘“was doing wrong. At 
once he did the right thing; he told the 
Lord abcut it. “I have sinned greatly 
in what I have done. Now, please, Lord, 
‘ae away my sin. I have done very 
oolishly.”  * 

Sin is more terrible than we realize. 
What punishment came upon David as 
he saw seventy thousand of his people 
fall dead inside of a few hours! Once 
vroud of his many brave scldiers, now 
King David in deep sorrow has fallen 
flat upon his face pleading with God. 
“Isn’t it my fault? It is I who have 
sinned and done wrong. Punish me and 
my family, O Lord my God, and not my 
innocent people.” As he prayed, the 
angel of the Lord with drawn sword 
stopped over the city. The angel com- 
manded David to build an altar in a cer- 
tain place, where the angel had stopped 
killing. Araunah and his four sons were 
there, threshing wheat. Were they 
frightened when they saw the angel with 
his sword! They hid. But when King 
David came, Araunah came to meet 
him and bowed low. The king bought 
the oxen for sacrifices and the thresh- 
ing machine fcr wood. He built an 
altar, and offered sacrifice. God ac- 
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cepted the sacrifice and sent down fire 
from Heaven to burn it. The angel put 
his sword away and did not kill another 
person. Then David sacrificed other of- 
ferings—thank offerings this time—to 
God for answering his prayer and saving 
the rest of the people. 

David knew that this place where the 
Lord took his offerings and sent down 
the holy fire from Heaven was the place 
where the new Temple should be built. 
And now instead of planning more wars 
to get more wealth, he planned to build 
a wonderful, beautiful palace for God’s 
house. We will talk about that next 
week, 

One of David’s Psalms tells how the 
Lord kept him safe from all his enemies. 
(Read Psa, 27:1-3.) In that Psalm is a 
prayer: “Teach me thy way, O Lord, 
and lead me in a plain path” (v,. 11, 
Memory Verse). If he had only been 
praying that prayer, when he _ was 
proudly thinking of winning more wars! 
Kings, as well as boys and girls, some- 
times have to learn the hard way. Be- 
ing proud and planning big things for 
your selfish self are never God’s way. 
Pray David's prayer yourself, and listen 
to God’s answers in the Bible, and His 
answers in what your parents tell you. 

Perhaps you will picture David’s hard 
way of learning, by a sword high over 
a flaming altar. You can find mentioned 
in 2 Samuel 24:16 the place where this 
happened, 


ORONO, MAINE, ‘ 
& 
For Primary Teachers 


AVID was a great king and David 

was a good king. But David was 
not perfect. No. indeed. Much of the 
time he truly tried to put God first in 
his life, but there were times when he 
put David first and did what David 
wanted to do and not what God wanted, 
and that was sin. 

After David had done something that 
was very, very wrong, God sent one of 
His messengers to tell David that he was 
going to be punished severely for his sin. 
Oh, how bad David felt! He thought 
that no one had seen him do the wrong 
thing and forgot entirely that God knew 
all about it all the time. God wanted 
to show David how holy and good and 
perfect He is and how David would have 
to live very carefully every day. 

God kept His word. And David was 
punished in several ways. But the pun- 
ishment was really a help to David. He 
did what he should have done right in 
the beginning—he told God how sorry 
he was. 

We can all find the Book of Psalms 
right in the middle of our Bibles. Let 
us open them right now to the Fifty- 
first Psalm and see what David said to 
God at this time. 

In verse three David told God that 
he was a sinner. Of course God knew 
it all the time, but He wanted David to 





tell Him about it. The words “trans- 
gressions” and “iniquity” are both words 
that mean “sin.” So we read that Da- 
vid prayed (in verse three): “I acknowl. 
edge [admit] my sin.” Then he asked 
God to forgive his sin when he prayed 
(in verses one and two): “Blot out my 
sins” and “wash me throughly [entirely] 
fiom my sin.” Then David asked God 
to help him not to sin again. Who will 
read verse ten? “Create in me a clean 
heart, O God; and renew a right spirit 
within me.” 

Do you suppose that Ged forgave Da- 
vid? Yes, He surely did, even though 
David had to be punished for his sins. 
Do you think that God forgives the sin 
of those who love Him today? Yes, 
indeed, He does! Can anyone tell us 
a New Testament verse that tells us 
that He forgives the Christian’s sins? 
Yes, 1 John 1:9. Let's all say it together, 





Joanne came to her camp teacher yes- 
terday. “I asked the Lord Jesus to be 
my Saviour today.” she said. “Have 
you ever done that before?” her teacher 
wanted to know. “Yes, two or three 
times,” Joanne replied. 

Do you have the problem of children 
who want to receive Christ over and over 
and over again? Usually you will find 
that their trouble is similar to Joanne’s 
She had once professed to receive the 
Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour, but since 
then she had sinned. She tceld her 
teacher what those sins were. She did 
not realize that those who are born again 
have everlasting life and that the Word 
of God teaches that there is forgiveness 
of sin for the Christian. Our recent 
lessons have been on the people cf God 
who wanted their own way—which is 
sin, of course: Saul, who sinned in vari- 
ous ways; and David, the man after God's 
own heart who sinned so grievously. These 
lessons are excepticnally fine for driv- 
ing home to the Primary children the 
wonderful truth that God can and does 
forgive the Christian’s sin and that it 
is not necessary to be born again and 
again and again. But they must be made 
to realize that this does not mean they 
have license to sin repeatedly. There 
must be a definite, ccnscientious attempt, 
with God’s help, to forsake that sin. 

One wise Sunday school teacher hung 
a large calendar in the classroom. When- 
ever a child professed Christ as Saviour, 
the teacher wrote the child’s name on 
the date that the decision was made. 
The next Sunday the teacher asked that 
child what he had done the previous 
Sunday. The child tcld the rest of the 
class that he had received the Lord Jesus 
as His Saviour. This gave him oppor- 
tunity to witness and helped him remem- 
ber the importance of his decision. As 
other children were born again, the 
teacher followed the same procedure. 
This, together with the use of 1 John 
1:9, will help solve the “repeater” prob- 
lem. Make sure, however, that a child 
has assurance at the time of salvation. 
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Lesson for September 7 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 715) 


1. Honesty and modesty. 

2. Fornication with Bathsheba and the 
murder of Uriah ‘see 2 Sam, 11). 

3. His own being at ease when duty 
called to action, and a woman's careless 
exposure of herself. 

4. His sense of justice, 

5. The sin of the parable invclved a 
lamb, but David's sin involved the purity 
of a woman and the life of a man. 

6. Psalm 51. 

7. Psalm 32. 

8. The incest of Amnon (chap. 13:1-14) 
and his murder by Absalom (vs, 23-29). 
See also chapter 16: 20-23. 

9. His humility and submission to God. 

10. (a) 1 Corinthians 10:12; (b) Num- 
bers 32: 23b. 

E._Muurst, Itt, 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, September 7 


I Go On Learning 
(2 Tim. 2:15; Deut. 6:4-9) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission 

ANY of us, within a few days, will 

be returning to school or college. 

Our thoughts are therefore directed, by 

the topic fcr this meeting, to the im- 

portance and place of education in our 
lives. 


In the day in which we live, a col- 
lesce education is practically an impera- 
tive for those who expect to find a place 
in the business or professional world, 
and even many missicn boards today 
will consider candidates who do not have 
a college education only under very un- 
usual circumstances. It behooves all of 
us, therefore, who have ambitions in 
such directions to cbtain a good formal 
education. 

Fortunately, such an opportunity is 
not denied, even to those in very mod- 
erate circumstances, if they are willing 
to work hard and perhaps extend their 
formal education over a lIcnger period 
than normal. Many schools and colleges 
assist young people in finding part-time 
employment to help out with the cost of 
tuition, bcoks, and board. The Gov- 
ernment has assisted many young men 
and women in our armed forces to ob- 
tain or complete their education, either 
in colleges or in vocational training 
schocls, so that a young person today 
who really wants an education can 
usually get it. 


ope 
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However, there is a side to all of this 
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that we need to think about especially, 
as Christian young people. It is em- 
phasized by the first verse chosen for 
our Scripture portion for this week. 
This verse is usually looked upon as 
referring to the study of God's Word, 
but there is a sense in which we may 
rightly apply it to all our efforts to ob- 
tain an education. If a Christian young 
person has truly accepted the Lord Jesus 
Christ as his Saviour, and acknowledged 
Him as his Lord and Master, he will 
want to direct all his efforts in obtain- 
ing an education in such a-way that he 
may have God’s approval and blessing. 

Now, it is not enough to make our 
plans and then ask God to bless them. 
We gain His approval and secure His 
best by first going to Him for direction, 
asking Him to reveal to us His plan, and 
to lead us in the course that will enable 
Him to consummate that plan in us. It 
is sad but true that many young people 
from Christian families have had their 
faith shaken or destroyed in schools or 
colleges. that deny or scoff at the verbal 
inspiration of the Word of Gcd, and sub- 
stitute a materialistic philosophy for the 
fundamentals of the Christian faith. It 
may be, under certain peculiar circum- 
stances, God’s will for a Christian to at- 
tend such a school, but each of us needs 
to be very sure that it is clearly Gcd’s 
will before we expose ourselves to such 
destructive teaching. We may well ask 
ourselves then, this fall, “Am I sure 
that God has directed me to the school 
or college that I expect to attend this 
fall and winter?” 

ove 

God's Word dces not condemn educa- 
tion. On the contrary, it urges man to 
pursue knowledge and to get wisdom, 
but it also reminds us that the “fear of 
the Lord is the beginning of knowledge” 
(Prov. 1:7), and that with all our getting 
of wisdom we should get understanding 
(Prov. 4:7), which the Lord alone can 
give us (2 Tim, 2:7; Eph. 1:18). It is 
possible to go on learning in the wisdom 
of this world and never arrive at the real 
truth concerning God and His dealings 
with and plan for us. Such a possi- 
bility is mentioned in 2 Timothy 3:7, 
which speaks of those who are “ever 
learning, and never able to come to the 
knowledge of the truth.” 

3 

But there will, no doubt, also be many 
in the young people’s group to which 
we belong who will not be returning to 
school or college this fall. It may be 
that their schooling has been completed, 
or perhaps through force of circum- 
stances, through the necessity of sharing 
in family burdens, or some other good 
reason, they may be unable to continue 
their education in either day school or 
ccllege. Such ones should be encouraged 
to see that by no means are the doors 
for further education closed for them. 
Many schools and colleges today have 
night-school opportunities of one kind 
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Complete catalog of pundew School 
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WM. H. DIETZ, INC. *2.20825 Ants Snr 28 













New Opportunity to give 
them a gospel witness by 
_——— trained personal workers 


Von wis 


Send 25c for a sample and outline. 


OHIO 











BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND BOX 888 AKRON 3 


CHRIST LAS 


pegs beautiful Scripture Text > folders is value unet- 
These cards add spiritual quality te the Christmas season and 
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A NEW EDITION OF 


A Chemist and Ilis Bible 


By Charles M. A. Stine, Ph.D.,Se.D., LL.D. 

A masterful booklet of apologetics on 
the truth and wonders of the Bible by a 
man who for many years was the Direc- 
tor of Research of one of the world’s 
largest industrial corporations. 

Now in its third edition, bringing it upto 
date in view of later discoveries in the field 
of atomic energy, in a 48-page booklet. 

Paper bound — 30 cents, postpaid 


The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 











EVEN MIKE 
UNDERSTANDS 


Even little children under- 
stand the daily devotions 
in The Christian Parent. 
Subscribe today. Introductory offer, three 
months of The Christian Parent, for parents 
and families, and My Chum, children’s 
magazine, both for only $1. Each $2.50 
a year. 


THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CO. 
Box S Highland, Mlinois 

















722 (14) 


WANTED: Young People’s Worker. Write stating 


“™* educational background, qualifications, 
and experience to Mr. Carl Morton, First Baptist 
Church, Rochester, Minn. 





| RECEPTIONIST-TYPIST NEEDED | 
Prose girl, attractive personality, accurate 
typist, experienced receptionist, familiar with 
small switchboard, is needed in Business Office 
of church in New York area. Bookkeeper also 
needed. If interested, please write to Adv. No. 701, 

The Sunday School Times, 325 N. 13th Street, | 
Philadelphia 5, Pa. | 
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or another, and most of our Bible insti- 
tutes have night sessions. If you have 
made your education a definite matter 
of prayer, then expect God to show you 
how you may continue your education 
through one of these means, if this is 
His will for you. 

If no such opportunities are available, 
there is still the field of reading by 
which you can go on learning. Such 
a method may not be as inspiring or as 
quick as that of a formal education, but 
God can and will work out a plan for 
each one who will talk to Him about 
it and expect Him to do it. Your pastor, 
or the counselor of your young people’s 
group, or other trusted Christian friends 
often, under God’s guidance, can make 
valuable suggestions for achieving the 
kind of education that God has in His 
plan for you. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
3 


The Law of Liberty in the 
Spiritual Life 
(Continued from page 713) 


tendency to sink. It is liable to sink, 
because it may be submerged by exter- 
nal pressure. But a piece of lead float- 
ing on the water by means of a life-belt, 
though it does not actually sink, has a 
tendency of its own to sink. 

Now we believe that the “flesh,” how- 
ever it may be defined, fs that which is 
incapable of being turned into spirit. 
And we believe moreover that the Scrip- 
ture teaches us that it will exist in the 
believer as a tendency to evil to the last; 
that is, that it is not in this life actually 
eradicated. Therefore it is we need a 
power greater than that we possess by 
nature, greater than that we possess in 
ourselves by grace, a power which is 
divine, even the Holy Ghost Himself, 
to meet that tendency and give us con- 
tinually deliverance from it. We need 
continually the exercise of that divine 
power which “is able to keep us from 
falling.” And we may always have it; 
so that, though the tendency to sink is 
not removed, it is effectually counter- 
acted. 

The two principles are diametrically 
opposed. But, as Lange observes, “the 
contest” described in this passage (Gal. 
5:16-18) “is by no means to be conceived 
as an interminable one. The context 
shows that on the contrary there is ex- 
pected of the Christian a complete sur- 
rendering of himself, in order to be 
actuated by the one principle, the Spirit, 
and a refusal to give way to the lust 
of the flesh,” 

What then is needed on the part of 
the believer in order that his life may be 
a life of triumph? Not struggles with 
the flesh to overcome it. He has no 
power really to conquer the flesh; but 
he is free to choose either the flesh or 
the Spirit. He can yield either to the 
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one or the other; and by the constant 
surrender of his will to the Holy Ghost, 
he finds at once that power in God which 
he does not possess in himself, a power 
that completely conquers the flesh and 
gives him continually a path of deliv- 
erance from its lusts. And hence the 
result is, we do not the evil things we 
otherwise should inevitably do if the Holy 
Ghost were not in us. But note what 
the apostle says at the end of this chap- 
ter, “They that are of Christ Jesus have 
crucified the flesh with the passions and 
the lusts thereof” (Gal. 5:24). 


“The meaning, to be sure, is not that 
now the flesh, with its affections and 
lusts, is not any longer present at all 
with these that have become Christians.” 
.. . Crucifixion “naturally alludes to the 
cross of Christ, and the fellowship with 
Christ involves a crucifixion of the flesh, 
for the very reason that it is fellowship 
with Christ’s death on the cross.” Those, 
therefore, who appropriate to themselves 
in faith Christ’s death upon the cross 
“have divested themselves of all vital 
fellowship with sin, whose seat the ‘flesh’ 
is, so that as Christ was objectively cru- 
cified, we, by means of the entrance 
into fellowship of His death on the cross, 
crucify the flesh subjectively, in moral 
consciousness of faith.” That is, have 
made it “inoperative through faith as 
the new vital element to which we have 
passed over. To Christians considered 
ideally, as here, this ethical slaying of 
the flesh is something which has taken 
place; in reality, however, it is also 
something taking place and continuing” 
(Lange). 

What we have already said on the sub- 
ject of “conformity to the death of 
Christ” in another chapter, bears on this 
point. It is our identification with 
Christ’s death unto sin, and being made 
one with Him in mind and heart in that 
death, that not only brings the flesh to 
the cross, but keeps it there. To keep 
it in the place of death is the cnly way 
to walk in a path of continual deliv- 
erance. 

It is in, and through, and by the Spirit 
then that this mortifying or putting to 
death of the flesh is to be accomplished 
(Rom, 8:13), and this only by means of 
the cross, 

What therefore this chapter of the 
Epistle to the Galatians puts before us, 
is not a description of that struggling 
between the two natures which sc many 
Christians mistake for true Christian 
warfare, but the way of deliverance 
from one of our most serious hindrances 
to victorious conflict. It shows us how 
by the power of the Holy Ghost we may 
stand in a position of freedom from the 
harassing influences of the “lust of the 
flesh”—a freedom which is essential in 
order that we may engage. in the con- 
flict, run in the race, labor in the work, 
and abide in the fellowship to which by 
God’s grace we have been called. 
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Must Christians Sin? 
(Continued from second page) 


nify Thy holy name.” How marvel- 
ously those old fathers knew the secret 
of holiness! So the Christian, while he 
has the principle of sin in him, need not, 
and ought not, to express that principle 
in practice; but if he does, there is a 
provision, “Jesus Christ the righteous.” 
Not Jesus Christ the loving, not the 
merciful, but the righteous. Christ deals 
on a righteous level, and by a right- 
eous principle with the sin of His peo- 
ple. He has no favorites; there are no 
qualifications. Sin is sin, whether in 
God’s people or not. The provision is 
there in case we should need it. It is 
a life of continual safety. 


This article was published some years ago 
by the Bible Institute Colportage Association, 
Chicago, but is now out of print. The fol- 
lowing leaflets on the Victorious Life by Dr. 
Charles G. Trumbull may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company: “The Life That 
Wins,” 5c each; 35c a dozen; “Perils of the 
Victorious Life,” 6c each; 60c a dozen. 
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Rally Day in 1952 


T IS time to think of plans for the 

coming fall and winter in your Sun- 
day school, and an excellent help toward 
a good start in the fall work is an in- 
spirational Rally Day including the 
whole school. 

A new service for Rally Day that does 
not involve rehearsing and elaborate 
preparation has been written by Mary 
Brainerd Smith. It is called “Royal In- 
vitations,” and it includes responsive 
Scripture readings for the whole school, 
readings and recitations for the various 
departments, and original hymns set to 
familiar hymn tunes, 

“Royal Invitations” is available in con- 
venient leaflet form, and may be had at 
25 cents a dozen, or $2 a hundred. Just 
address The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, 
and ask for the 1952 Rally Day service. 


With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service. 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 10 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 20 cents addi- 
tional for handling costs. 








The Biblical Illustrator—Vol. I. Edited 
by Joseph S. Exell. (Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $4.95.) Here is 
the first published volume of a reprint 
edition of an old work Fifty-seven 
volumes covering the whole Bible com- 
plete the set. They will appear, a book 
at a time, periodically. This volume 
deals with the Gospel of Matthew and 
contains quoted material on nearly every 
verse. Over nine hundred speakers and 
writers are represented by sermons, ser- 
mon outlines, illustrations, and geo- 
graphic and historical information. A 
preacher should have no trouble finding 
in these pages something that he can 
use in his sermons regardless of which 
part of the Gospel he is using for his 
text. However, the selections are of 
widely varying quality and, in some in- 
stances, they are not at all satisfactory. 
For example, the treatment of the thir- 
teenth and the twenty-fourth chapters 
(parables and prophecy) is weak, and 
at several points wrong. One such item 
is the statement that Christ’s coming is 
death. Many lines are used to develop 
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By Philip E. Howard, Sr. 


Thousands of copies of this 72-page book- 
let, attractively bound with blue paper 
cover, have been placed in the hands of 
busy Sunday school teachers and Christian 
workers. ‘Ten chapters of instruction and 


inspirational reading await you. 


40 cents, postage paid. 
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the theme that death’s coming (not 
Christ’s) is sudden and unexpected, and 
that the need for being prepared to 
meet it (not Him) is urgent. As true 
as such a theme is, it is hardly acceptable 
as the expcsition for the prediction that 
the Lord will one day return in like 
manner as He went, 


ve 
For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


September 1 to 7 
Mon.—2 Samuel 11:22-27. 
A King Stoops To Conquer. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The thing that 
David had done displeased the Lord.” 
David capitulated to Satan in the spir- 
itual conflict. He had to give up great 
inward strengths when he stooped to 
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the behest of the great Adversary. 
Psalms 32 and 51 tell enough of this cost 
to make all backsliders tremble. The 
gratification of desires that results in 
loss of spiritual power is a calamity. 
Pray for Western Baptist Bible College, 
Oakland, Calif. 


Tues.—2 Samuel 12:1-13. 
“Thou Art the Man.” 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Thou art the 
man.” The Lord knows how to reach 
sinning people. He prepared Nathan to 
preach a short, sin-revealing message 
to guilty David. Let ministers learn 
from the Lord, as Nathan did, how to 
bring sinning saints and the ungodly 
up short with a message from God. We 
shall have more penitents if we use the 
penetrating “sword of the Spirit.” Pray 
for Westmont College, Santa Barbara, 
Calif. 


Wed.—2 Samuel 12:15b-23. 
No King Exempt From Sorrow. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The child died.” 
The woes of life invade palace as well 
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as the place of the pauper. No man in 
any station in life is free from suffering, 
Grief and pain come to all. But deeper 
is the sorrow of those who contribute 
to their own distress. David's tears had 
a scalding quality God never wanted 
him to know. Self-inflicted griefs hurt 
most. Pray for the Baptist Bible Insti- 
tute of Cleveland, Cleveland 3, Ohio. 


Thurs.—2 Samuel 18:31-33. 
“My Son, My Son!” 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “O my son Ab- 
salom, my son, my son Absalom! would 
God I had died for thee, O Absalom, my 
son, my son!” The sound of the cries 
from parents over lost children at the 
coming day of accounts is heard in Da- 
vid’s wail over his lost son Absalom. 
Multitudes on the day of reckoning will 
experience more agonies than tore the 
heart of David at the tragic death of 
that wicked son. May the Lord use Da- 
vid’s cry to awaken easygoing parents 
to make use of present opportunities for 
saving their children! Pray for Immanuel 
College of the Bible, Wheeling, W. Va. 


Fri.—2 -13; 19:18b-20. 
A Forgiving Spirit. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Thou shalt not 
die” (v. 23). Thus David lifted the 
death penalty from a desperately wicked 
man. Our sins against King Jesus have 
been even greater: but He has pardoned 
our iniquity upon confession. Who is 
like unto the Lord? He forgiveth trans- 
gressions and sins and remembereth 
them against us no mcre. Pray for Simp- 
son Bible Institute, Seattle, Wash, 


Samuel 16:5 


Sat.—2 Samuel 24:18-25. 
Sacrifices Cost Something. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: ‘* 
it of thee at a price: 
burnt-offerings unto the 
of that which doth cost me nothing.” 
The sacrificial principle should govern 
in our giving and labors. Many Chris- 
tians seem to want to avoid sacrifice in 
service and gifts. Children should be 
taught to give God what costs them some 
self-denial. Treasures in Heaven are 
made up of love sacrifices on earth, Pray 
for the Messiah College. Grantham, Pa. 


I will surely buy 
neither will I offer 
Lord my God 


Sun.—Psalm 51. 

“Have Mercy ...O God.” 
mercy 
to thy 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Have 
upon me, O God, according 
lovingkindness.” All have need of 
mercy (Heb. 4:16; Jude 2, 21). The 
mercy of God in Christ Jesus is a uni- 
versal necessity. God is rich in 
mercy; but we must ask for it in 
order to have it (Heb. 4:16; 2 Cor. 
1:3). By mercy we are saved (Titus 
3:5; Eph. 2:4).. His mercies are our 
motive for self-dedication to the 
Lord. All are to “glorify God for his 
mercy” (Rom, 15:9). Some have mis- 
takenly given up praying for mercy; 
but let us ever feel the need of it 
and ask for it. Pray for the Baptist 
Bible Seminary, Johnsen City, N. Y. 


' 
' 








Copyrig 


—_— 


Publishe: 
Times Cc 


——— 


Lesso 


Les: 
2 Samue 





Notes or 
Can 
Behind 
Rayr 
New Ror 
By I 
A Natio! 
Making 
Eme 
What M 
Jose 
Internat 
Your Su 
C.E. To} 
By . 
An Amé¢ 
Dean B 
men 
With th 
The Bit 
Sunday 
Have 
Boo! 
Family 


I H 
It hz 
It 


How 
Th 

Has 
Fr 


Oh, 


Whe 


ED 
Christ 
nature 
Let it 
contac 
steel | 
plosio 
there 
merly 
is om 
TIMES 
cause 
Chris’ 
ferent 





